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A SPACE ADVENTURE 
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“Worn!” Dewy Budwing velled, “Mom 

Walter aid Demny's mether stopped at her sons bedroom door. 

“Willer!” she saad. “Geet ott vour brother. Honestly, if your don't stop: peathings 
on his mose Uke thai. itl end up looking like an elephianis oiik.” 

“Th yeah?” sail Walter. "Then he'll need the cars to match,” He let go of 
Danity Ss mse: ArH tratehesr| his “ars 

“Enough! Wire. Feuchworng abicrubed. 

Danny started tt. Look what he did” Walter yelled, pieking up hts walkie 
lalkde. The antenna wis dangling by a wire, “See? He breaks eneryihing.” 

fm sure He didnt mean to.” Mra. Budwine add. 

“asian acelcbent.” Gary mamibled 

Fron chawisiairs, Wir Budhwing called bo his wile, “Were gotig to be later 

Mrs. Bouchving gave ber soms a kiss goed-bye, “Ll set some dinner out in the 
Kibet. Died ace) shiolelr’t bet toes Geb.” 

‘Cant you take nin with yeu? Valter witli, 



























riiter thelr paronts left, Walter sat down in front of the television. 
“Can me and you go oul and play coteh bowether?” Lanny asked, 
“Its you ad 1° said Walter. “not ‘me and you. ancl the eeriswer inti.” 

Dut Denny really wanted to play. He threw Willer his hat, but Walter just 


i fe ignored! him, Then be loased hit baschall, and Geaned him on the head, 
cine, i Walter jumped Lip ae | right, ver Eb be Tiamat, nowy vou he reall ola to} 


ree el il.” Dancy belied oul af dhe room. dean the hall, and out the tront door, 
a) with Walter close behind, They ran into the park across the siree’, bul Danny 
couldn't outros his brother, Walter dackied fim. 

‘Tm telling’ Denny eogucaled. as Walter eot a erip on his nose and pulled 
Then ie bet ga 





rick ‘Hey, what's that?” be said. Right next to the bews was-a bong thin box rest- 
Ing Against A toe, Walter ein ay his Sraether are picked Ho up, 

“Aw. it's just some derok old game. Here,” he said, poking Danny in the 
sromach with the box. “its for bables like you.” He trotted off as Danny read 
lhe weet om Che Peo. JOAN A SURGE ABVENTLRE. Diariny stuck the game 
under his arm and ran home after hls brother. 
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Buick inside, Danny looked at dle box. Lt was covered with pictures of pangle 
iniimnels, He tesk et dice, some tokens, and a very plain game board. Walter 
was deh. twas a babyish game and probably boring, boo, Danny started to 
pul it away bul diseoversd, jamneed tightly ine the bottom of the box, anther 
board, He banged the box on the floor. and ort ib poppet 

This board was more interesting. 1 shewed flying saucers, rockets. and 
planets In ater space, with « path of crore SATs leacling fmm Faarth tia 
puerqile: lame! called) Fackharia acl lok bo Earth. 

Danny put a token on Earth, then rolled the dice. After he'd moved along 
the path, somedhing surprising happerced, A huecing sound came trom the 
beard aoc with a click, a amall green card popped out of the edee right in front 
af him. be picked dip and read, “Meteor showers, take evasive acto, ~ 

‘The! Walter.” Danny started io say, “whal does ¢va—" when he was inler- 
mp co bv a mechs Pane Lear ber ecu Corning from the pore 
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Welecr booked Lip from the television, “Holy smoke,” fe saed, “mst be a hail 
slam! “H's nok hail shouted Drararny, feekling wp the card: “10S ioeteors.~ 

The noise grew douder. like a thousand golf balls bouncing off the reof, The 
Tan got so dark, Walter turnecdt on the Gghts. Then—KAGOM—a rock te sine 
ol a rebrigerator bell trough dhe ceiling and crusived the television 

“See.” Danny sald, “ldeld you. Meteors,” 

Walter siaree al the hobe im Ube cedling, “Okay,” fee agreed, “metears, But 
how'd it get so dark so fast?’ Through the bole he could see what was left-of 
his ponents’ bedroom, and bevoned Uial. a black, star-bllec sha. “1 looks like 
nent wp there 

“Its nol nhl,” said Dany, “Ws on ler space.” 

“What suc eu talking about? Jeez. outer space.” Walter muttered 45 he 
week das bee free dnc. “Wleo joes bos track cof ito, Ii night that's all,” He 
threw open the door and almost took a step outside before he realivect then 
Weis Tod iside there anymore. A least, not the one he expected. 
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‘See. Scud) Dauy, “outer space.” He led Walter back to the living room and 


showed him the Zathura game board and the card, Walter sat with his head in 
his Haris, daring al the pach of colored squares that wound around the board 
and ended back at Karch 

“Looks like,” sam) Deomy, “we keep om plein we're up Pere horever” 

Great,” sald Walter, “Lip here, with you. forever.” He took a decp breath, 
put a token on Earth. then rolled the dice and moved along the path. The 
bowed atorbed buzzing. and—cich—a card popped aut. He studied tt siberithy, 
then tossed the card on the board 

Dry dated lorwerd and mead The polarily om your gry bell is 
reversecd, | wonder whar that meante?” Be beeoked Lp. hut Walter ae one, 
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“Waltcr!” he called out. 
Boe Lip anid saw his brother pressed 


“Up here,” answered Walicr. Danny boo 
Heeirest the et lire, “Te lox my gravicn.” 
“Thal’s nedall youre fein toe tose” Dheanoy sald oe 


could See that Waller wis Ista’ jauilier! shiny hinvaridl the hole in the cedling— 


and a lonely trip into outer space. 
Walter realised it too and started clawing at the celling. but he ould’ 


VOUELY, Cause te 


THE: 


ears 
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keen hineell from moving cheser eel closer to the hele, 
2 1 


shattered television: He iosased I to Walter, whe Kknetied il Lightly te his heli 


Danny grabbed the cod ofthe cord amd tied his brother to the sofa, 
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Danny rolled the dice and moved his token along the path, Click, Out 
ppd another card: “Your gyroscope ts mathe lioning.” 
his tilted. Evenvthing tn the renin slid to one side 


Sshinerly (he 
art) Danny Bot buried 
Mrnider a mountain of fumlture. He slowly dug himself our, chuitchine the game 
eniy to find that Walter was floating back tear the hole in the ceiling 

Daniy ied him to the sola again aed Taded wp the dice Waller collect cred 
got ibs gravity back, creppind to ihe floor with a thud, Danny ineerd his plece 
and handed him his cand. “Your rebot is defective,” Walter read 





















Frem the hallway came the sound of rattling metal anc a shored ¥ clearuk, 
Clank, clan The boys stared at the doorway as a shiny silver robes stepped 
Iho View. Fhe Was having trovable walking? om the tihted {Moor. Hts feed rotate 


beck ard fortis ard stents! tes trees on Willer The cobsol’s eves Tht ip acid he 
spoke in an ald mechanical valce- “Emergency, emergency; alien life fora, 
Must deatrov.” His clawlike metal hands snapped open and shu. 

“Uh-oh.” Dbansy whiapered, “I think he's talking about you.” Fortunately, 
when the robot stepped forward he missed the daar, banged into the wall. and 
fell to the floor. He got up envd did it again. And then again. 

“Better hurry up and roll” sald Wadter. “betore he makes it in here.” 

Danny rolled the dice and took his card: “You pass too close bo Tsou 35, 
Crewdity creathy tnereased,"~ 


ack 


at 
ar 
eek | 
ore 
1. a 











The room began to level out, but something strange was leppening to 
Danny, Walter looked at him. “Holy smeke.” be said. Danny was getcing short 
ep, atid Weider too. Soon fe was abot the shape and sive ol o Lares bench hall 

“Wanalter,” he sade in a how voioe, “T leeeel verry Hheeeayy.” 


“Destrov alien lite dorms,” the robor repeated from the ball as he picked him- 
self up again, This thie he made it through the door eed headed for Walter 

Danny velled to his brother, “Puaush mere!” 

“What?” sald Walter, 

“Puuwsh meee,” Deum velled again. “uuu! BLE Toc. 

Walter bent down and gave his brother a shove, Danny relied! across the 
ron amid, dike a giant bowling ball. knocked the refsal over ceed Uiatlenes! bis 
legs. “Did | geoet hii? asked Danny, who eouldlirt sec becauac he'd polled up 
against a Wall and wes upside down. 

Walter pushed hirn Gack to the ganic oar, “Yre sire ded.” he sid, peatting 
his beother's head. “You were terrific.’ 

Walter picked up the dice and rolled, Me took bis ecard. and his hand trem 
ded ae fet read, “Zoréon pirale ship launches photon actack.~ 
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Thra2h the Window. the ns saw a spaceship. Tato moints a! light shat 
from the ship and headed directly for the Budwing lowse. ‘The first ore bit che 
chimney and seni bricks falling into the fireplace. The second hit the upstairs 
bathroom, Water began chipping down from Ue fale in the ceiling 

Walter handed the dite ta Danny, who fad & fard time lilting his short, 
heavy arm. He rolled, and a3 Walter moved his token for him. he siowh 
returned to his normal shape. A card popped ot. Danny read tt silently, “This 
18 bad.” he said. ““ZAoreon pirate beards your vessel.” 

The room shook as the spaceship Garmged up against the hover The boys 
heard footsteps on the rea. Through the opening in the eciling they saw some 
one vor soneething climb throwuch the hole in the rent ancl ervber thee norm sabre 
lhe. Dawiy aid Walter moved to the Ihialhwins, sharding behind Ulin flaticnied 
polwet. They held each ofher, tod terrified to move. A humming sound cam: 
from: their feet, They lookect down ane saw the nobor's eyes ight op 

He littec! his head, fixed hile voson the hole in the peing, god spoke, “Alien 
lle les, must destroy.” Fis clawitke hails beitehed leat be mouldn't et wip 





Dany and Walter helped him to his feet, He staggered forwartl as Uhe 
‘aly tell iced lier hike lewis sain chow boot lio belle. Tha robot lLift- 
ef one of his cliwe aid snapped it sharly around the creature's tail, 

fhe 24orcon hcayiedd, jerking himeell back through the hole, with the cokes 
Stil achwached. Hr thrashed ard wailerd, beriting against Che walls overhead, 
Then, aninus ood aro, Use reboot dropped dewn thraugh the hole, The boys 
beard the 2orfgon scTecoble across the ren and sew the fash of his rockets as 
Ais ship syed aay. 

It seemed hopeless. The robots eves were dark again. They d been playing 
abmost three hours, and their tokens tested a galaxy away Irom “alhuma amd 
biticw Wal lar intwin Earth. “We're never going to mike it,” sald Vialter. 

“Sure weare” answered Danny, He handed the diog te his brother, “Me 
Hic wo, boeether. We van clo i 

Walter caradied Lie die i ud Darced aed sige. ree acl 1° be seased west. 
“You and £.°° Ae booleed at iis litte brother, who wes grinning, 

“Thats neght,” said Danny. “Together.” 
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Walter rothed the dice, a one and a ten. He moved hie taken to lhe oak black 
Square on the board, The card popped out. “You have entered a black hele," 
Walter reac, “G0 back in time, one her for each mark en the cline.” 

He jumped up and looker around the room. “You see any black holes? 

His brother poitited to Ube floor, A black spot was slowly spreading uricks 
Walters feet, ike a perfectly nomed puddle of ink. rit first Walter thought he 
Was sinking bitte it, Gul it wis the hole thal was rsing He tried to mum bul 
could not feel his feet. Then. as the hole cose higher, he couldnt feel his lees 
either. “What's going on?” be oriec, 

Danny lenked below the disktiite twoale. “Whiter” tee sci, The litle perrt e 
you is Gone.” As the hole rose higher and hither, there was bess and less o 
Walter, until only his bead remained, Danny tried to pull on the hole to save 
whet was left of his brother. but his hands passed through the blackness as Li 
it were lade of smoke, His chin dropped to his chest and he began io sob 

“Danny. Walter called ecHily Danny leowke Lup atl his brothers Ariivtine 
head. “Danny, he began, “T mever tole you this, Gut...” Aged Ghat waa all he 
Hoi to seny, hetiinse the hale Kept rising, past his manth, Gis ose, and Tina 
nent over the top of his Pees, 





Walter wits completely swallowed ip, flere ia empty darkness. He close 
His eves as be began lo spin, plunging head over heels through pltch-black 
snare. Then. truck be landed hard on his knees, There was semething mi his 
arms, sce hang! wenivgilin® aco, 

He opened his eves and imine bimach back in the park by his house, He 
had an at wrapped dehithy around Danny's neckoand a hand gripping the 
ber s nose. “Da Gelling.” Dey squealed 

Walter let ge and fell back on the grass. He was dizzy. very dizzy. Danny 
pumped inp ard stained ta man, bul stoped. “Wey.” he said, “whats hail” He 
well a trot and picked up a box resting against the trunk. He held the box 
awitoret Walter. “liowsk,” he seadet, “ies some kine es rT" A 
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His bit brother god te hits fect, “You dont 


me, 7 toe it gnee.” Pe oweenl oeer io a brash can ane jammer] th 
dale.” 


Walter grabbed tt “Hey. ohcir back.” said Danny. 
went to play this.” Iie sade, “Truss 


“ 
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Inable. “Coe on,” he said, “Pee pot a belter idea. Lets i play 
Dari smied. “You mean together, mc amd you 
Walter: put his arm-anound his brother. “Yeah, that 


wi 3 nent "he sabe, “he 


And WEILL, botet her,” 
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